


What is the significance of Genesis 10:1?       
Now this is the genealogy of the sons of 

Noah: Shem, Ham and Japheth. And sons 
were born to them after the flood.
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were born to them after the flood.



It signifies 
the 

completion 
of the 

narrative 
by Shem, 
Ham and 
Japheth 

about the 
Flood and 

the 
immediate 
post-Flood 

years.
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Genesis 10:2   The sons of Japheth were
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, 

and Tiras. They gave rise to which nations?

Genesis 10:2   The sons of Japheth were
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, 

and Tiras. They gave rise to which nations?



The sons of Japheth, through their names 
modified with time, can be recognized as the 
progenitors of the Indo-European peoples. 
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Indo-European languages



Gomer is identified with Cimmeria, a name      
now surviving as the Crimea. His descendants 

moved westward, with the name possibly further 
preserved in Germany and Cambria, now Wales. 

Gomer is identified with Cimmeria, a name      
now surviving as the Crimea. His descendants 

moved westward, with the name possibly further 
preserved in Germany and Cambria, now Wales. 

The Crimea Wales



Magog can mean “the place of Gog,”
possibly indicating the country of Georgia.

Magog can mean “the place of Gog,”
possibly indicating the country of Georgia.



Madai is the ancestor of the Medes.Madai is the ancestor of the Medes.

Median Empire



Javan is identified with “Ionia,” and is often 
translated as “Greece” in the Old Testament.
Javan is identified with “Ionia,” and is often 

translated as “Greece” in the Old Testament.



Tubal is a name probably preserved in the 
modern Tobolsk and the ancient Tibareni.          

He is associated with Magog and Meshech          
in Ezekial 38:2 and other passages, all     
probably ancestral to modern Russia.
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Meshech is preserved in the names 
Muscovy and Moscow.
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Tiras gave rise to the Thracians,              
and possibly to the Etruscans.

Tiras gave rise to the Thracians,              
and possibly to the Etruscans.

Thracia

Etruria



Genesis 10:3    The sons of Gomer were
Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.

They gave rise to which nations?
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European Origins of Ashkenazi



Ashkenaz has long been associated with 
German Jews, still known as Ashkenazi.  

The name is also probably preserved           
in the names Saxon and Scandia.
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Carpathian 
Region There is the 

possibility that 
the name 

Carpathia comes 
from Riphath.

Riphath is 
associated     

with the 
Paphlagonians
by the Jewish 

historian 
Josephus. 

There is the 
possibility that 

the name 
Carpathia comes 

from Riphath.

Riphath is 
associated     

with the 
Paphlagonians
by the Jewish 

historian 
Josephus. 



Togarmah is considered the 
ancestor of the Armenians. 

Togarmah is considered the 
ancestor of the Armenians. 



The Jewish 
Targums (a 

translation or 
paraphrase in 
Aramaic of a 

book or division 
of the Old 

Testament) 
indicate that 
“Germany”

derives from 
Togarmah.



Genesis 10:4 The sons of Javan were
Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.

They gave rise to which nations?
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Elishah is preserved today as Hellas, 
another name for Greece. The Iliad 
mentions them as the “Eilesians.”
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mentions them as the “Eilesians.”



Tarshish – a sea-faring people, associated      
with the Phoenicians and their cities of    

Carthage and Tartessos, Spain.

Tarshish – a sea-faring people, associated      
with the Phoenicians and their cities of    

Carthage and Tartessos, Spain.

Tartessos



Kittim is 
another name 

for Cyprus. 

Kittim is 
another name 

for Cyprus. 

The name “Ma-
Kittim” (land of 

Kittim) is possibly 
preserved as 
Macedonia.

Ancient Macedonia



Dodanim is the same as Rodanim       
(1Chronicles 1:7). It is probably found today         

in the names Dardanelles and Rhodes.

Dodanim is the same as Rodanim       
(1Chronicles 1:7). It is probably found today         

in the names Dardanelles and Rhodes.

Dardanelle
s
Dardanelle
s



Genesis 10:5    From these the coastland               
peoples of the Gentiles were separated into                 

their lands, everyone according to his language, 
according to their families, in their nations.

This indicates that Chapter 10 was                           
written at what time after the Flood?
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After the events in Genesis Chapter 11,        
which are the confusion of tongues                  

and the dispersion at Babel.

After the events in Genesis Chapter 11,        
which are the confusion of tongues                  

and the dispersion at Babel.
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